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weeks; and one cannot form to one's self a sillier picture than these two creatures in solemn pomp and plenty unable to enjoy their fortunes, and at a full stop among a crowd of servants, to whose taste of life they are beholden for the little satisfactions by which they can be understood to be so much as barely in being.   The hours of the day, the distinctions of noon and night, dinner and supper, are the greatest notices they are capable of.   This is perhaps representing the life of a very modest woman, joined to a dull fellow, more insipid than it really deserves; but I am sure it is not to exalt the commerce with an ingenious companion too high, to say that every new accident or object which, comes into such a gentleman's way gives his wife new pleasures and satisfactions.    The approbation of his words and actions is a continual new feast to her; nor can she enough applaud her good fortune in having her life varied every hour, her mind more improved, and her heart more glad from every circumstance which they meet with.    He will lay out his invention in forming new pleasures and amusements, and make the fortune she has brought him subservient to the honour and reputation of her and hers.   A man of sense who is thus obliged is ever contriving the happiness of her who did him so great a distinction; while the fool is ungrateful without vice; and never returns a favour because he" is not sensible of it.   I would, methinks, have so much to say for myself that if I fell into the hands of him who treated me ill, he should be sensible when he did so : his conscience should be of my side, whatever became of his inclination.   I do not know but it is the insipid choice which has been made by those who have the care of young women, that the marriage state itself has been liable to so much ridicule.    But a well-chosen love, moved by passion on both sides, and perfected by the generosity of one party, must be adorned with so many handsome incidents on the other side, that every particular couple would be an example in many circumstances